After the turbulent 1830s, doubt and discord haunted the antislavery ranks. Facing opposition in the North and South, immediate abolitionists quarrelled not only with their opponents but also with each other. A series of questions loomed: Should abolitionists moderate their protest or become even more radical? Should they form a political party or separate from corrupt civil and religious institutions? Should they aid fugitive slaves or embrace nonviolence? Should women and African Americans take more or less prominent roles in the antislavery movement? "The abolitionist crossroads" explains how the 1840s were a time of dynamism and change for abolitionism not just in America but around the world. Although abolitionists never enjoyed widespread popularity in the United States, they found that northerners were more interested in their critiques of slavery during the 1850s. "The abolitionist renaissance and the coming of the Civil War" explains how the passage of a stronger fugitive slave law, which turned white citizens into would-be slave catchers, raised new questions about the slave power and allowed abolitionist arguments to resonate more deeply, resulting in an abolitionist renaissance. From politics to pop culture, abolitionist ideas were diffused widely through American society. Even if most northerners did not join antislavery societies, the abolitionist struggle seemed ascendant in ways not seen since the late eighteenth century, a development that had profound consequences for sectionalism, disunion, and civil war. Are Buddhists pro-life or pro-choice? For Buddhism, life is a continuum with no discernible start or end, and this puts in interesting dimension on the issue of abortion. 'Abortion' looks at Buddhist thinking about the various stages in the life-death cycle to shed light on the Buddhist position in the abortion debate. Early scriptural sources oppose abortion, but contemporary Buddhists feel that there is more to be said on the morality of abortion and there are circumstances where abortion could be justified. As Buddhist and Western values are forced to converge, discussions around abortion will continue. 'Absolutes, Simple Natures and Problems' deals mainly with the Regulae, an incomplete treatise which anticipated some of the innovations of the Geometry, and which adapted, in outline, some of the techniques of the revamped algebra and geometry to solve problems in the other sciences. Descartes had intended to show in the last twelve rules of the Regulae how any problem could be translated into a question where the route from known to unknown was as clear as in mathematics. Though he does not seem to have composed the last dozen rules, in the twenty-one he did assemble, he arrived at a highly distinctive theory of enquiry in general. The decades 1960-80 witnessed a seismic shift in modern drama. The rage that came to define, and fuel, much of the drama in the 1960s and 1970s is directed at the audience. 'Absurdism, protest, and commitment' shows it is a post-war rage stemming from many sources: the Vietnam War, the Cold War, a feeling of betrayal by government and politicians, the Civil Rights Movement, Black Power, gay rights, feminism, the growing gap between rich and poor, and ethnic oppression. It is all about denying the audience what it expects of a play, provoking it out of real or perceived complacency, startling, and offending it. The plays of Pinter, Shepard, Beckett, Stoppard, Friel, and Fugard are discussed. 'Accelerators: cosmic and man-made' explores the different ways of generating subatomic particles. One simple way of finding particles is to look at cosmic rays. This provides very high energy particles, but is a random process. The other way to generate these particles is using a particle accelerator, which manipulates particles using electrical and magnetic fields. Ring accelerators have evolved over the years to provide extremely high energy particles. However, electrons lose energy when travelling in a circle, so linear accelerators are used to look at electrons. Firing a moving particle at a static target wastes energy. Colliders fire both particle and target at each other to increase efficiency. How does budgeting work, and how is it useful? What are standard costs and how do they help in controlling production? How can a balanced scorecard improve control? 'Accounting as control' looks at some ways in which accounting can be used by managers to control their organizations. The two main high-level purposes of budgeting are to optimize the use of the economic resources within the firm in order to maximize profit, and to help the firm to achieve its overall strategic objectives. Six aspects of budgeting are considered: planning, motivation, delegation, communication/coordination, control, and performance evaluation. Cash flow forecasts, flexible budgeting, zero-base budgeting, standard costings, and balanced scorecards are also explained. 'Accounting: heckling the steamroller' looks at how Government is held accountable. This happens in various ways, not least by the electorate, and increasingly through the media, but Parliament has a constitutional responsibility to hold Governments to account on a continuous basis. The formal procedures and conventions of Parliament reflect this duty. Ministers are required to attend Parliament regularly to answer questions and make statements to both the House and to its committees, as well as providing information in writing. There is also a whole army of regulators, auditors, inspectors, investigators and watchdogs that scrutinize every area of public service. The principle of angular momentum conservation was crucial for the creation of the disc of the Milky Way and plays a large role in many of the most exotic and luminous objects in the Universe. 'Accretion' describes accretion discs including basic disc dynamics, accretion onto stellar-mass objects, and quasars, and goes on to consider jets, which carry material away from the accreting object extremely supersonically. Much can be learnt about a disc and the system in which it is located by monitoring the system's light curve-the luminosity as a function of time. Further information can be extracted if spectra taken at different times are available. This is time-domain astronomy. For seven decades, the founding fathers played pivotal roles in creating an American nation and its constitutional system. "Achievements and challenges: The history the founding fathers made" looks at the steps taken to achieve independence, nationhood, and constitutional government. It considers the creation of state and national constitutions; the drafting of the Bill of Rights; federalism and state sovereignty; the setting up of both federal and state courts and judicial power; the evolution of political parties; church-state relations; and issues of slavery and women's rights. The founding fathers were human beings who dared greatly and achieved greatly, but they were also beset by flaws and failings common to humanity. What was it about the Vikings and their dragon-headed longships that makes them seem so distinctive in our imagination? Overseas exploits were not exceptional at that time. 'Across the ocean: seafaring and overseas expansion' looks at what archaeological discoveries can tell us about the accuracy of our image of the Vikings. The Vikings were accomplished seafarers but these discoveries reveal a more complex picture. Where has the image of the dragon-decorated ships come from? Were the Vikings raiders or traders first? They are said to have adopted many native customs and become part of a mixed group involved in a combination of exchange and raiding called 'agressive trading'. 'Across the world' shows how Pentecostalism expanded globally through missionary agencies and by the planting of self-sustaining congregations adapted to local culture. It was less welcome in Europe, where most of the larger traditional churches rejected it, but, eventually, it established a foothold in a scattering of the smaller non-liturgical Protestant churches and societies. The simplicity and flexibility of Pentecostalism and its charismatic parallels facilitated their spread and adoption even when the religious space in society was limited. Examples of evangelists and their revivalist movements in Europe, Asia, Oceania, Africa, and South America are given. Why is there a relation between handedness and the cerebral hemisphere that is specialized for language? How is it that we can learn the violin? Why can't we tickle ourselves? 'Acting' considers these questions and in doing so, looks at right-handedness, left hemisphere specialization for gestures, spoken language, learning skills, and the sensory consequences of actions. There is a relation between right-handedness and left hemisphere dominance for speech. It is likely that in human evolution the tendency to right-handedness developed before speech. Both vocal and manual skills depend on cerebellar mechanisms, and in the human brain the cerebellum has expanded in line with the neocortex. during the Revolutionary War. It begins with George Washington's attempts to threaten the British supply line using boats. The Continental Navy was founded on October 13, 1775, but the new program could hardly challenge the Royal Navy. With the exception of John Paul Jones, the Continental Navy proved mostly disappointing. The United States won its independence largely because the determination of the Patriot forces outlasted the British willingness to fight-and to pay for-a war three thousand miles away.
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How does the immune system respond to such diverse threats, including viruses never encountered previously by us as a species? The inherent diversity in the immune system can be explained by examining how the adaptive immune system is built, in particular the receptors on B and T lymphocytes. 'The adaptive immune system: a voyage of (non-)selfdiscovery' describes B and T cells, receptors, and the creation of antibodies. Antibody genes are not created as a single unit but are made up from smaller parts, generating many more possible combinations. The antibodies that are created from the genetic template are further honed, becoming highly specific to their target.
